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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 17090 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR UR US 

SUBJ: LITGAZ ARTICLE ON VARTANOV CASE 

REF: STATE 299082 

POINTS PROPOSED REFTEL FOR INCLUSION IN PROTEST SEEM TO 
COVER THE GROUND AND WE HAVE NO ADDITIONAL SUBSTANTIVE 
SUGGESTIONS TO MAKE. WE DO WONDER ABOUT THE USE OF THE 
TERM "DISMAYED" IN FIRST POINT. PARA 2, REFTEL, WHICH 
STRIKES US AS A BIT WEAK AND SUBJECT TO MISINTERPRETATION. 
SUGGEST PHRASE SUCH AS "WE FIND UNCONSCIONALBE MFA'S 
APPARENT DECISION." HOWEVER, WE OBVIOUSLY DEFER TO 
EMBASSY MOSCOW'S JUDGEMENT ON HOW MOST EFFECTIVELY TO 
PHRASE THE PROTEST. 
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